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Desert Durum is a registered brand
name for durum wheat grown in the
southwestern United States. Approximately
700,000 t of the durum is grown in California
and Arizona each year. The leading varieties
are Alamo, Crown, DuraKing, Kofa, and
Kronos. Desert Durum is used primarily
by millers and pasta producers outside
the  United States who are aware of its
advantages and are processing it with very
good results.

With relatively few changes in a
durum mill, the mill operator can adjust
the milling process for Desert Durum to
produce high semolina extraction, high
quality, and high potential economic value.
Wheat cleaning, tempering time, and roll
corrugation are the main parameters that
need to be evaluated and adjusted to meet
the specific requirements for semolina and
other product applications. Changes should
be made based on detailed mill analysis
that includes construction of a distribution
table and granulation curves for the leading
stages in the mill.

Desert Durum wheat is planted during
December and February and harvested
during May and June, when temperatures
in the southwestern United States can
reach 42°C and 10% RH. Average moisture
content during harvest is between 6 and
7%. Desert Durum yield is approximately
2,722-4,082 kg/acre (100-150 bu/acre)
compared with approximately 1,090-1,333
kg/acre (40-50 bu/acre) for conventional
durum grown in the northem United
States. The higher yield per acre is a result
of precise irrigation and the ability to
incorporate fertilizers at specified levels
timed with irrigation water. Desert Durum
wheat enters the market up to 3 months
ahead of conventional durum harvested in
northern North America. On average, two-



